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AUTOMATIC FOCUS CAMERA 

Publication Number: 10-239581 (JP 10239581 A) , September 11, 1998 
Inventors: 
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• 29.2 (PRECISION INSTRUMENTS— Optical Equipment) 

• 29.1 (PRECISION INSTRUMENTS— Photography & Cinematography) 

JAPIO Keywords: 

• R011 (LIQUID CRYSTALS) 

• R098 (ELECTRONIC MATERIALS— Charge Transfer Elements, CCD & BBD) 
Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To drive a focus lens to a focal position even if peaks of a focal point 
evaluation value are located at two positions when a high-intensity portion exists in a lowly illuminated 
subject. 

SOLUTION: The image pickup signal extracted by a gate circuit 8 is fed to an intensity signal 
generating circuit 9 to generate an intensity signal, a high-frequency component is extracted by a high- 
pass filter 10, and a digital integrator 1 1 integrates the high-frequency signal for one screen and outputs 
it to a CPU 12 as an evaluation value. The CPU 12 detects such case that the maximum position of the 
focal point evaluation value having two peaks does not coincide with an optical focal position, and it 
drives a focus motor 1 3 so that a focus lens 1 is located at the position having the minimum focal point 
evaluation value between two peaks or at the intermediate distance of the automatic focus lens 1 having 
the least probability of breaking down. 
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